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LICENSED VEHICLE EMISSIONS POLICY 
 
 

1.  PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 
 
1.1  To inform the Licensing Committee of a proposed policy of regulating the 

vehicles licensed as Hackney Carriages in the City by way of the standard of 
engine used to propel the vehicle rather than the current method of limitation 
by way of age of the vehicle. 

 
1.2  It is felt that this method of control could be introduced to the benefit of the 

community while easing slightly the burden on proprietors of Hackney 
Carriages when replacing vehicles that have been well maintained but have 
reached the end of their time limited life.    

  
1.4 The proposal at this time relates exclusively to Hackney Carriages as the 

review of legislation being undertaken by the Law Commission is less likely to 
have impact on Hackney Carriage conditions than Private hire vehicles. If the 
law changes permit, the Private Hire fleet can be brought into scope at a later 
date. 

 
1.5 Euro standards are regularly reviewed and new standards introduced 

accordingly. It is therefore recommended that a review of this policy should 
take place at 5 yearly intervals.   

 
2.  BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 It has to date been the policy to limit hackney carriages that may be licensed 

to those not more than 4 years old when first presented [ 5 for London type 
cabs ] and the vehicles being required to be taken off the circuit after 8 years 
old  [12 for London type cabs]. 

 
2.2 When the policy is adopted, the age of the vehicle will not be a criterion in 

selection of vehicles that are licensed by this Council but we are seeking to 
gradually raise the emissions standards as vehicles that meet higher 
standards will be safer both for local residents and the environment generally.  

 
2.3 There is no intention to amend the policies for the licensing of Hackney 

Carriages in any other way. Proprietors of wheelchair accessibility and 
vehicles converted to carry disabled passengers [swivel seats etc] will be 
required to continue providing vehicles that meet the standard currently 
required of them.  

 
3. CONSULTATION 
 
3.1 The proposal was first put to the taxi trade representatives at the meeting of 

the taxi forum in March 2012 with a request for any comments or suggestions 
to be brought back to the July meeting. 

 
3.2 No comments or suggestions were made to the taxi forum so it is deemed 

acceptable to continue to introduce the policy without further consultation.  



 
 
 
 
4.0 PROPOSED COMPLIANCE STANDARDS 
 
4.1   The policy will allow licensed Hackney Carriages to reduce emissions in a 

staged approach. The first phase of this strategy will be implemented with 
effect from the 07 January 2013, and the subsequent dates for compliance 
are provided below. All vehicles being presented for testing will be required to 
meet the following emission standards at the specified dates. 

 

• Vehicles being presented for first licensing as Hackney Carriages on 
or after 07 January 2013 must meet Euro 5 emission standard or 
higher. 

 

• Vehicles being presented for renewal of an existing Hackney Carriage 
licence on or after 07 January 2013 must meet Euro 4 emission 
standard or higher; “grandfather rights” will apply to the end of the 
normal 8 years of a vehicles licensing period unless a vehicle change 
or transfer of ownership occurs in the interim period. This provision will 
continue until January 2016 when all licensed Hackney Carriages will 
be required to meet Euro Standard 4 as a minimum.   

 
4.2 If Proprietors seek to licence vehicles that do not meet the required Euro 

Standard 4 but do not wish to purchase newer vehicles they would need to; 
 

• Have the vehicle adapted/modified to meet the required standard, 
 
• Change the fuel of the vehicle to a cleaner alternative, 
 
• Replace the vehicle with one that meets the emission standard that 
applies at that time. This option will largely apply to the oldest, most 
polluting vehicles and those where it is not economically viable for them 
to be modified. 

 
4.3 Any vehicles not meeting the required emission standards will not be 

considered suitable for licensing purposes. There will still be discretion 
available for a Licensing Sub-Committee to allow for applications that fall 
outside of this policy. 
 
Options for modification that will be acceptable as an alternative to changing 
a vehicle for new are as follows: 

 
a) Alternative Fuel Conversions 
Vehicles having been converted to use alternative low emission fuels (LPG, etc) will 
be required to produce the installation certificate at the time of testing to demonstrate 
that the vehicle conversion meets those standards in place at the time of licensing. 
 
b) Modifications to the Vehicle 
Any modifications made to the vehicle to enable it to achieve the required Euro 
Standard, must be accompanied by certification by a competent engineer / supplier 
of the modification stating that the vehicle emissions comply with the minimum 
standard required by the Council at the time of licensing. 
 



c) Emission Reduction Systems 
A list of emission abatement technology companies that have been approved by the 
Public Carriage Office London (PCO) in conjunction with the Energy Saving Trust 
(EST) can be made available to the proprietor of the Hackney Carriage on request.  
 
The Companies or their subsidiaries may not be available in Exeter, but vehicle 
proprietors should contact a relevant system provider to determine availability. 
 
N.B Proprietors should be aware that some vehicles, due to the age and condition of 
their engines, might not pass the relevant emissions test even after an emissions 
reduction kit has been fitted. Proprietors are therefore strongly advised to discuss the 
merit of fitting an emissions reduction system with a suitably qualified person before 
making any decision; An emission reduction system can cost between £1000 and 
£3000 (est.) 
 

  
5.0 SUMMARY OF POLICY 
 
5.1 In order to reduce the emissions standards of licensed Hackney Carriages 

Exeter City Council will not licence vehicles that fail to meet Euro Standard 5 
for new vehicles, currently licensed vehicles will need to meet Euro Standard 4 
as a minimum with the aim of all licensed Hackney Carriage vehicles being of 
Euro standard 5 or higher from January 2016.   

 
 
5.2 A list of all licensed vehicles and the current standard they reach is attached  It 

should be noted that the type of vehicle identified may be slightly different to 
the one actually licensed as e.g. the licensed vehicle may have a different gear 
box to the one identified. An accurate check will be made at the time of re-
licensing to establish the eligibility for licensing.  

 
 

6 RECOMMENDATION 
 
6.1 It is recommended that the Licensing Committee adopt the policy, so that ; 
 

a) with effect from the 7 January 2013 Exeter City Council removes the age 
limitation policy in favour of the emissions policy. 

 
 

b) The newly adopted policy will require all newly licensed Hackney Carriage 
vehicles to attain Euro standard 5 as a minimum 

 
 

c) With effect from January 2016 all vehicles currently licensed vehicles will 
achieve Euro Standard 5 as a minimum. 

 
 

d)  The policy will be reviewed at intervals of no longer than 5 years to 
ensure the highest achievable level of control of emissions is adopted.  

 
 
Assistant Director Environment 
 
Community and Environment  
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